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OFFICIAL. 


CIRCULAR. | 
The information asked for of this department, respecting matters 








of general interest to teachers and school officers, in numerous letters 
to which special answers have not been made, will be found in this 
communication, under some of the following heads. 

Powers and Duties of School Committees. 

Until the next annual meeting of the town for the choice of town 
officers, or a special meeting, called for the choice of a school commit- 
tee as provided for in section IV, {| 4, of the ‘‘ Act respecting Pub- 
lic Schools,” the school committee at the time that act went into ope- 
ration, are clothed with all the powers and duties specified in sec- 
tions V and VI of said act. Until the further action of the 
town and the organization of school districts, it is respectfully recom- 
mended to school committees to conduct the public schools through 
the present winter as they have heretofore done, except in such partic- 
ulars as are inconsistent with theprovisions of section V, above cited. 

Examination of Teachers. 

The revised school act of 1839 provided that school committees 

shall take care that all persons employed to teach in public schools 
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“shall be of good moral character, temperate, and otherwise well 
qualified,” and the act of 1842 made it obligatory upon the commit. 
tee “to ascertain by their personal examination, or that of a commit. 
tee appointed by them, the qualification and capacity for the govern- 
ment of schools of all persons employed as teachers ;” and required 
every teacher to obtain a certificate of qualification before opening 
his or her school. 

The present school law re-enacts substantially the above provisions, 
making it necessary for every person employed to teach as principal 
or assistant in any school, supported in part or entirely by public 
money, to be able to exhibit a certificate of qualification signed either 

1. By the chairman of the school committee, in case the examina- 
tion is conducted by the whole board ; or 

2. By the sub-committee, in case one or more of the committee are 
appointed for this purpose ; or 

3. By one of the county inspectors, appointed by the Commissioner 
of Public Schools. 

A certificate signed by the chairman or the sub-committee, of the 
school committee of a town, is valid for one year from the date there- 
of, in said town; if signed by a county inspector, it is valid for two 
years from the date in any town in the county; and if signed by the 
Commissioner of Public Schools, it is valid for three years in any town 
in the State, unless the same is annulled. 

Neither of the above authorities can sign any certificate unless the 
person named in the same shall have produced evidence of good mor- 
al character, and have been found on examination or from experi- 
ence qualified to govern a school, and teach the branches specified in 
the proviso of section XX. 


Text Books. 

By section III, {| 6, it is made the duty of the Commissioner of 
Public Schools to secure as far as practicable a uniformity of text 
books in all the schools of the same town. With the prompt and 
vigorous co-operation of the school committee, this most desirable ob- 
ject can be accomplished in the course of this winter, without dis- 
sturbing the course of instruction in the schools, and without anyex- 
pense to those who send children to school, beyond the amount they 
would otherwise incur. As a preliminary step it will be necessary 
for the school committee to ascertain accurately, the whole number 
of scholars in the several studies taught in each school of the town, 
and the name and number of each text book used in each study. As 
soon as these facts can be ascertained, the proper course of action to 
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be pursued in each town can be determined on. And until this is 
done, teachers and parents should be requested not to introduce any 
new book into the schools. 

County Inspectors. 

Under the provisions of Section III, {] 8, of the “‘ Act respecting 
Publie Schools,” the following persons have been appointed Inspect- 
ors of Public Schools for the counties wherein they respectively re- 
side; and in the absence of any further instructions from this depart- 
ment they are hereby authorized to exercise the powers specified in 
the above section ; and in their examination of teachers they will be 
governed by the provisions of section XX of the act above cited. 

For Provipence County—Thomas C. Hartshorn, Providence. 
Amos Perry, Providence. 
Joseph T. Sisson, Pawtucket, 
George C. Wilson, Manville. 
John Boyden, Jr., Woonsocket. 
D. P. Harriman, Pascoag. 
O. F. Otis, Chepatchet. 
Jesse S. Tourtellot, Chepatchet. 
Charles P. Grosvenor, Smithville. 
Sylvester Patterson, Clayville. 

For Kent Counry—Elisha L. Baggs, West-Greenwich. 
B. H. Horton, Washington village 
William D. Brayton, Apponaug. 


For Wasuineton Counry—Thomas H. Vail, Westerly. 
William S. Baker, Kingston. 
Nathan K. Lewis, Locustville. 
John H. Rouse, Wickford, 


For Newrort Country—Joseph Smith, Newport. 
John M. Keith, Portsmouth. 
Charles Almy, Tiverton Four Corners. 


For Bristo. Counry—Thomas Shepard, Bristol. 
School Register. 

The law requires of every teacher in any public school, to keep a 
register of the school in certain particulars, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the average and aggregate attendance of children at school, 
as the basis on which the apportionment of the public money to the 
several school districts shall be made. To facilitate the work of the 
teacher, and to secure uniformity in the different schools of the same 
town, a school register will soon be prepared embracing all the par- 
ticulars specified in section X XI of the law. 

HENRY BARNARD, 
Commissioner of Public Schools. 
Providence, December, 8th, 1845. 
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LYCEUM—LECTURES—LIBRARIES, 

Under this general head we shall be happy to insert such notices 
and articles relating to this class of educational institutions, as shall 
help to make their objects more known, and lead to their more gen- 
eral introduction into the large villages of the State We look upon 
the Lyceum, in its diversified forms of organization and action, as 
among the most important means which can be adopted to awaken an 
active and intelligent public interest in the whole subject of popular 
education. We take this occasion to remind those gentlemen in Bar- 
rington, Pawtuxet, Wickford, East Greenwich, Valley Falls, Lons- 
dale, Lime Rock, Manville, Smithville, Chepachet, Pascoag, and other 
large villages, with whom we have had some communication in refer- 
ence to a course of popular lectures during the winter, that as soon 
as they inform us that the conditions on their part are complied with. 
an introductory lecture shall be given, and shall be followed by a lec- 
ture every week, or once in two weeks, on some subject of a literary or 
scientific character, or of general interest, not connected with secta- 
rianism, or politics. The conditious were : 

1. That there shall be some kind of an organization, or committee, 
through which the necessary arrangements can be made and carried out 

2. ‘hat a commodious church, lecture room, or hall, well lighted 
and warmed, shall be provided for the meeting. 

3. That funds shall be provided by subscription, or otherwise, to de- 
fray the travelling expenses of the lecturers ; and that this be done so as 
to exclude no person on account of inability or indisposition to pay, who 
would like to attend and who would be profited by the lectures. From 
an estimate which has been made in reference to villages situated in 
different directions, and different distances from Providence, it was cal- 
culated that the average expense for a lecturer would be three dollars. 
Provided their expenses are paid, more than twenty of the literary 
and professional gentlemen of the State have engaged to take part 
in the proposed course of Lyceum Lectures 


Having been called upon to deliver the introductory lecture before 
the Westerly Lyceum, a few weeks since, we obtained a copy of the 
constitution, which we publish in this place as suggesting a good 
plan for similar associations in other villages. 

WESTERLY LYCEUM. 


Constitution of the Lyceum of Westerly and vicinity. 
Articrie 1. This association shall be called “ The Westerly Lyceum.”’ 
Arr. 2. The object of this association shal! be the dissemination of usefal 
knowledge, by means of an annual course of lectures to be delivered weekly 
during the winter months, or at such other seasons as may be appointed by the 
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Lyceum ; all topics having a sectarian or partizan character in religion or poli- 
ties being excluded from the course. 

Ant. 3. The officers of this association shall be a President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, and eight counsellors, who together shall constitute a Board of Managers. 

Art. 4. It shall be the duty of the President to preside in all the meetings 
of the Lyceum, and of the Board of Managers; and in his absence the first 
counsellor in order, who may be present, shall take his place. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep the minutes of the Lyceum, and 
of the Board of Managers, and to conduct any correspondence which the Ly- 
ceum or the Board of Managers shall direct ; and also, to give written orders 
upon the Treasurer for the appropriation of money, subject to the direction of 
the Board of Managers. 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect and keep the moneys of the 
association, and to disburse them, subject to the order of the Secretary , and at 
the annual meeting for the transaction of business, he shall report to the Lyce- 
um his account. 

It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers to make minor regulations for 
the conduct of the meetings, to approve the subjects for any course of lectures, 
and to procure lecturers ; and public notification of their arrangements for any 
course shall be given by them before its commencement. They shall also ap- 
propriate the moneys of the Lyceum, in defraying its current and ordinary ex- 
penses, and in the hire of lecturers; and any balance which may remain in 
the hands of the treasurer, after the annual course of lectures shall have been 
concluded, shall be expended by them in the purchase of books for a Lyceum 
Library. They shall also appoint a librarian, in some convenient situation, 
who shall take charge of the books of the Lyceum, and circulate them amongst 
its members according to such rules as the Board shall prescribe. 

Arr. 5. There shall be a meeting of the Lyceum on the last Thursday in 
August, annually, for the choice of officers and the transaction of any business ; 
and special meetings may be holden at any other time when the Board of Man- 
agers, or when any ten members, after one week’s previous notice, shall call 
them. 

Are. 6. Any person may become a member of this Lyceum, for the term of 
one year from its annual meeting, by paying such sum as he may please, not 
less than 25 cents, to the Treasurer; and he may thereupon receive a certifi- 
cate of membership. 

Art. 7. This constitution may be changed at any meeting of the Lyceum. 


OFFICERS AND MANAGERS. 
THOMAS H. VAIL, PRESIDENT. 

J. J. Edwards, Secretary. Francis Sheffield, Treasurer. Edward T. Hiscox, 
Ist Counsellor. Jas. D. Moore, 2d do. O.P. Tuckerman, 3d do. Alexander 
Campbell, 4th do. Orsmer M. Stillman, 5th do. Nathan F. Dixon, 6th do. 
Chas. Perry, 7th do. Horace Babcock, 8th do. 





PROGRESS OF EDUCATION. 
Under this general head we propose to keep our readers advised of 
what is doing in other states and countries in the great field of popu- 
lar education, and especially in reference to common or public schools. 


VERMONT. 
Extract from Governor Slade’s Message to the Legislature, Oct. 11, 1845. 


“The present has been truly denominated an age of progress. The human 
mind is vigorously seizing, and carrying out to practical results the momentous 
truths which respect the relations of men to each other, and the appropriate 
means of accomplishing the purpose of human society and government. At the 
foundation of this vast movement lies the great work of Education—the work of 
developing, and giving a right direction to mental and moral power. And if hu- 
man government is to be regarded as an institution designed to perfect the pur- 
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poses of society, and improve the condition of man upon earth, it needs no labor- 
ed argument to show that education, thus defined, is among the highest duties 
of those entrusted with its administration. 

Nor should it be forgotten that there are rights correlative to this duty. Every 
child in the State has a right to be educated—a right as essentially reciprocal 
to the claim of the State to allegiance, as is the right to protection. The ques. 
tion whether the children of a State shali be educated, is no more a question of 
mere expediency, than is the question whether the people have a right to pro. 
tection from foreign aggression, and domestie violence. Indeed, protection from 
the effects of ignorance and vice is, itself, proteetion, in the highest sense, from 
all the dangers which can arise within the limits of a State. Would we have 
obedience to law? Let the children be taught, in the common school, as well 
as at the domestie fireside, the duty of self-control, and of reverence for the law 
of eternal rectitude written in the word of God: while the development, in 
just and harmonious proportions, of their whole mind, shall give them at once, 
a conscious sense of the worth of mind, and an intelligent conviction of the 
great purposes it is fitted to accomplish. 

All the children in Vermont—especially the children of the poor—are in the 
attitude of just claimants, in respect to education, upon the fostering bounty, 
and guardian care of the State. And what has Vermont done to satisfy this 
claim? We have indeed, declared, by law, that “ each organized town shall 
keep and support one or more schools, provided with competent teachers ;” 
that the towns shall be divided into school districts ; that certain district officers 
shall be appointed ; that taxes shall be assessed and collected to build school 
houses and support schools; and that, to the income arising from these taxes 
there shall be added, for the current use of schools, the annually accruing in- 
terest of the surplus revenue of the United States deposited within this State. 
And here, with the exception of making provision for certain returns of school 
statistics, we have left the matter. If school houses are built, we have taken 
no care whatever for their proper location or construction ; and if teachers are 
employed, we have done nothing in regard to the all-important matter of their 
qualifications, aside fromthe barren enactment that they shall “ be competent.” 
What shall constitute competency, or who shall judge of it, are matters entire- 
ly overlooked in our legislation. The result is an admitted and lamentable de- 
ficiency in the qualifications of teachers ; great and manifest defects in the modes 
of instruction, and confusion and want of uniformity in regard to the books 
used for that purpose ; while a large proportion of our school houses are located 
in highways, with little regard to comfort or fitness in their internal structure, 
and as little to taste and beauty, and convenience in the grounds connected 
with them; if, indeed, any grounds, but those of highways, are thus connected. 
And yet what an amount of money is annually expended for use of schools. 
To say nothing of the amount expended in the construction of school houses— 
of which we have no means of forming an estimate—let us look at the expen- 
diture for teaching. 

From the statistics returned to me last year, from 159 out of 240 towns in the 
State, I drew the conclusion in my report to the General Assembly, that there 
was paid to teachers in the whole State, exclusive of teachers of select schools 
—from which there were no returns—the sum of $120,000 annually. No one 
can soberly consider this subject, without feeling painfully impressed with a 
conviction of the utter waste of a very great portion of this large sum. Itis 
not extravagant to say, that its power for good might have been doubled, if it 
had been expended under a system of supervision which should have carried 
into schools, teachers fully competent, and modes of instruction founded upon 
the true philosophy of mind, and a practical acquaintance with the means best 
adapted to its true and proper education. We do not so much need, at the pres- 
ent moment, additional pecuniary means, as we do a system adapted to give ef- 
fieacy to those already possessed—a system which shall give a right direction 
to effort, and make it effectual to the proper education of the children of the 
State. The whole, so far as the aid of legislation may be properly invoked, is 
eomprehended in the pregnant words—Supervision—Responsibility. We have 
provided, indeed, for the organisation of districts, and the employment of teach- 
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ers by their prudential committees, who are authorized and required to “ adopt 
measures for the inspection, examination and regulation of the schools, and the 
improvement of the scholars in learning.”” But experience has shown, abun- 
dantly, that all this is unavailing to the purpose of securing a proper examina- 
tion, or indeed, any examination, of teachers, or a supervision of the schools, or 
to awaken that interest in their improvement, among parents throughout the 
community, which is as indispensible to their vigorous health and prosperity as 
a pure and bracing atmosphere is to the support of human life. 

We want a system of supervision which shall make the power of beneficent 
legislation felt through competent and discreet agencies, in every district and 
by every child in the State. Shall we have it? That is the question; and it 
presses upon us more urgently than any other question within the range of our 
legislative duties. We cannot avoid its consideration. The States around us 
are moving onward in the work of improvement; and so urgent have been con- 
sidered the claims of common school patronage,—so manifest the defects of old 
systems of supervision and instruction, and so common and universal the bene- 
fits to be derived from improvements in both, that party spirit has stood silent in 
presence of this great question, and all parties have made common cause in the 
noble work of educational improvement. 

The expense of carrying into effect a system of adequate supervision need not 
be great, while its benefits will be inappreciable. Dollars and cents cannot 
measure their value. We readily make investments in railroads, and other im- 
provements, which promise a return of pecuniary profit; but what are such in- 
vestments in comparison with those which, in the process of educating a com- 
munity in virtue and intelligence, infuse into it the great and indispensable ele- 
ments of solid and enduring prosperity. 

I commend this whole subject to your earnest consideration, under a full per- 
suasion that an awakened and greatly advanced public sentiment will respond a 
hearty approval to your favorable action on it. 


This clear and unanswerable exposition of the defects of the laws 


relating to common schools was followed up promptly by the Legisla- 
ture in the passage of an act of sixteen sections, in which the appoint- 
ment of ‘Town, County and State Superintendents is provided for, 
with a prescribed course of duty for each class of officers in reference 
to the examination of tcachers and visitation of schools, and with pro- 
vision for a small compensation for the discharge of these duties. 
Simultaneously with the passage of the new act, a State society 
was formed, called the ‘‘ Vermont Society for the improvement of the 


” 


common schools,” with the following officers, viz: Hon. Silas H. Jeni- 
son, President ; Daniel P. Thompson, of Montpelier, Recording Sec- 


retary, and Thomas H. Palmer, of Pittsford, Corresponding Secretary. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ata meeting of “ Practical Teachers,” held at Worcester, Novem- 
ber 24th and 25th, on the call of the Essex County ‘Teachers Associa- 
tion, a Society was organized, under the title of the ‘‘ Massachusetts 
Association of Teachers,” with the following officers : 


PRESIDENT—O. CARLTON, SALEM. 

Vice Presidents—Thos. Sherwin, Boston; D. P. Galloup, Salem; A. C. 
Hathaway, Medford; Levi Reed, Roxbury; Warren Lazell, Worcester; G. F. 
Thayer, Boston; Emerson Davis, Westfield ; Lucius Lyon, Shelborne Falls; 
James Ritchie, Duxbury; George A. Walton, Martha's Vineyard; Joshua 
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Bates, Jr., Boston; Calvin 8. Pennell, Cabotville ; Nelson Wheeler, Worces. 
ter; Wm. Russell, Andover. 

Corresponding Secretary—Charles Northend, Salem. Recording Secretary— 
Samuel Swan, Boston. Treasurer—Josiah A. Stearns, Boston. 

Counsellors—Ariel Parish, Springfield; Samuel 8S. Greene, Boston; E. §. 
Stearns, rmbt sald rd Thomas Cushing, Jr., Boston ; Rufus Putnam, $ Salem ; 
John Batchelder, Lynn; William H. Wells, Andover ; ; William D. Swan, Bos- 
ton ; Elbridge Sinith, Worcester ; Jaines Batchelder, Marblehead ; P. H. Sweet. 
ser, ‘Charlestown ; J. P. Cowles, Ipswich. 





PROCEEDINGS OF EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS, 
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 

The Teachers’ Institutes which have been in session for three weeks 
past, closed on Friday, December, 5th, having been the means of 
bringing together upwards of two hundred teachers, most of whom 
are at this time engaged in the public schools of the State. The 
results of these Institutes have more than realized our anticipa- 
tions, not only in reference to the amount of practical knowledge of 
methods imparted, but to the spirit, the zeal for self-improvement, 
and the advancement of their profession, with which the members 
were inspired; and to the interest which the various exercises created 
in the community where the meetings were held. On these points, 
the resolutions we shall publish hereafter, at the request of the sev- 
eral bodies that passed them, speak in stronger terms than we 
should feel authorized to use. For the kind expressions used in speak- 
ing of our official services, we are grateful; but to the following gen- 
tlemen, in particular, are the teachers and the community indebted 
for the pleasure and instruction derived from the exercises of the ln- 
stitutes, viz : 

Salem Town, of Aurora, N. ¥Y.; Henry Gillam, do. ; J. G. M. 
Truair, Gilbertsville, N. Y.; Albert D. Wright, Wiicas. og 
Josiah Holbrook, New York City; J. H. Mather, Hartford, Conn. ; 
G. W. Winchester, do. ; William H.Wells, Andover, Mass. ; William 
Russell, Boston, Mass. 

In this connection we would make this public acknowledgement of 
of our obligations to the Rev. Mr. Grosvenor, Col. Burk, and Rev. 
Mr. Quimby, of Scituate; to Rev. Mr. Boyden of Woonsocket ; to 
the School Committee of Newport; and to Rev. Mr. Vernon and 
others of Kingston, for the great assistance they promptly rendered in 
making all the necessary local arrangements, and in providing such 
excellent accommodations for the meetings of the institute, free of 
expense. ‘T’o the several families, who not only opened their houses 
for the entertainment of the members of the Institute, and the gen- 
tlemen from abroad in attendance, but did this with the same Rhode 
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Island cordiality of manner which we have experienced on so many 
occasions, in the course of the last two years, we wish to join with 
the several Institutes in their expressions of gratitude. If those who 
are engaged in this field of educational labor, as teachers, or in any 
other capacity, needed stimulus to urge them to work out to the full 
circumference of their duty, they would find it in the hearty good 
will and co-operation with which so many of the citizens of Rhode 
Island are helping on this enterprise. If teachers who have been 
connected with the different Institutes will carry into their schools 
the same genial spirit, which they manifested when together—the same 
thirst for knowledge—the same zeal for self-improvement, and the 
elevation of their profession ; if they will but visit each others schools, 
meet together in town and county associations, and read the best 
books and periodicals devoted to education, then will they labor with 
fidelity and success on their several allotments of this great field of 
usefulness, and find their reward in the contemplation of the ever 
extending results of their labors. 





TEACHERS INSTITUTE AT WOONSOCKET. 


The following notice of the proceedings of the Institute at Woon- 
socket, is compiled from an article in the Providence Transcript, and 
from the minutes of the Secretary, which have been forwarded to us 
for publication. ‘We shall publish the resolutions referred to below, 


in the next Exrra, together with a notice of the Institutes at New- 
port and Kingston. 


The Institute was opened on Friday evening, November 21st in the 
vestry of the Methodist Church, after a prayer by Rev. Mr. Cogge- 
shall, by an Introductory Address from the Commissioner of Public 
Schools, on some of the modes in which the public schools could be im- 
proved this winter. 

1. By Towns and School Districts. 

2. By School Committees. 

3. By Parents. 

4. By Teachers. 

Under the last division Mr. Barnard aimed to show how the teach- 


ers could qualify themselves to improve their several schools in respect 
to 


1. Physical Education. 

2. Intellectual do. 

3. Moral do. 

4. Esthetical do., or the culture of taste, and the manners of 
children. 

As among the most important modes in which they could improve 
their own views and methods of education, the plan of association 
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embraced in what is now known as the Teachers’ Institute, such 
as was this evening opened in this place for such teachers, male and 
female, as were disposed to spend a week together, was particularly 
dwelt upon. 

During the session of the Institute the following exercises were con- 
ducted by the gentlemen named, with the teachers as scholars, hay- 
ing special reference to the best methods of presenting the same and 
similar exercises in schools as ordinarily constituted in the country 
viz: 4 in reading, by Mr. Russell; 4 in the elementary sounds of our 
language by Mr. Town and Mr. Truair; 3 in the analysis of deriva- 
tive words by Mr. Town; 1 in spelling on the slate by Mr. Town; 
2 in Pronunciation by Mr. Russell and Mr. Town; 2 in writing 
composition by Mr. Town and Mr. Barnard ; 3 in grammar by Mr. Gil. 
lam ; 9 in written and mental arithmetic by Messrs. Truair, Gillam and 
Farnum ; 2 in mensuration, by Mr. Town; 3 on the use of globes 
by Mr. Town; 2 on the use of outline maps by Mr. Mather; 4 in 
penmanship by Mr. Winchester ; 1 in drawing by Mr. Holbrook. 

In the course of the session a portion of each evening was devoted 
to a lecture, or addresses of a popular character. 

On Saturday evening, Mr. Russell illustrated the importance of ex- 
pression in reading and speaking, and the elements of gesture, with 
exercises by a class of the teachers. 

On Sunday evening, addresses were made in the Congregational 
Church, by Messrs. Town, Russell and Barnard, principally on the 
necessity of a higher moral education in our schools, and on the im- 
portance of Sunday Schools. 

On Monday evening, Mr. Mather and Mr. Town occupied an hour 
in addresses on the general subject of education. 

On Tuesday evening, Mr. Farnum read an essay on the cultivation 
of the right state of feeling im the school and district. 

On Wednesday evening, Mr Town lectured on the uses of history, 
and the best methods of studying history. 

On Thursday evening, Mr. Holbrook presented his views of edu- 
cation, with special reference to introducing into all of our schools, 
more exercises of a practical nature, and teaching children how to 
educate themselves. 

On Friday evening, Mr. Town continued his remarks on history. 

Two evenings were devoted to discussions, in which the members 
generally took part, viz : 

On Tuesday evening, the subjects of school dicipline, the cultiva- 
tion of the right state of feeling in the schools, and in the district and 
the use of corporal punishment, were presented by Messrs. Farnum, 
Weeks, Wilson, Barnard, Town and others. 

On Friday evening, vocal music in schools, by Messrs. Barnard, 
Giddings, Sisson and Tolman. 

Whispering, how far, if at all, to be allowed in school, by Messrs. 
Steere, Willard, Sisson, Truair, Wilson, Wilkinson, Giddings and 
Town. 

The right and policy of detaining children after school hours, by 
Messrs. Willard, Steere, Giddings, Patterson and Sisson, 
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The duties of teacher and scholar to the school-room, by Messrs. 
Wilson, Willard, Sisson and Barnard. 

On Friday evening, the citizens of Woonsocket, having organized 
by the appointment of Dr. Ballou, Chairman, passed several resolu- 
tions, presented by Rev. Mr. Coggsehall, and advocated by him, Rev. 
Mr. Boyden, Mr. Wardwell, and others, expressing the gratification 
and instruction they had received from the exercises and lectures of 
the Institute, and inviting the Commissioner to convene another in 
this part of the State, as early as convenient. 

Before the adjournment on Saturday, a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Wilcox of Manville, Giddings of Providence, and Sisson of 
Central Falls, reported several resolutions, warmly commending the 
usefulness of Teachers’ Institutes, and rendering the thanks of the 
members to the citizéns of Woonsocket and vicinity, for their hospi- 
talities, and to the several gentlemen who had taken part in the 
course of instruction for the value of their services, which were most 
cordially adopted. The resolutions were responded to in an appro- 
priate manner, and the members separated with the best feelings 


towards each other, and the great object which had brought them to- 
gether. 


For the Journal. 

Mr, Editor —On Saturday, December, 6th, a meeting of teachers 
and friends of education generally, was held at Clayville, in Scituate, 
which resulted in the formation of the “‘ Scituate and Foster Associa- 
tion for the improvement of Public Schools.” The afternoon and 
evening were very pleasantly and profitably occupied with addresses, 
by Mr. Baker, Mr. Winchester, and others. The association is to 
meet monthly. The next meeting will be held at the Rockland 
School House, in Scituate, on Saturday, January 10th, commencing 
at 10 o'clock, A. M., and to continue through the day and evening. 
May we expect your aid on this occasion? Before adjournment the 
enclosed resolutions were unanimously adopted, with a vote requesting 
that they might be published in the Journal of the Rhode Island In- 
stitute of Instruction, to which we have obtained twenty subscribers. 

Clayville, December 8th, 1845. 


[To the question in the above communication, we answer—YEs. | 


At a meeting of the Scituate and Foster Association for the Improvement of 
Public Schools, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted. 


Resolved, That we consider the thorough education of the rising generation 
a subject of vital importance to the best interests of our State and our country. 

Resolved, That we hail with pleasure the establishment of the Journal of the 
Rhode-Island Institute of Instruction, and from the well known ability and un- 
tiring zeal and devotedness of its editor to the cause of education, we doubt 
not that it will prove a most effectual means of arousing the public mind to the 
present condition of public schools and to the best methods of improving the 
same ; and we hereby pledge ourselves to use our individual and untiring exer- 
tions to establish that paper upon a permanent basis. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association be presented to Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Winchester, for their es remarks on this occasion, and for the zeal 


- have manifested in the cause of education, in this, and in other sections of 
the State 








a . Journal Extra. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this association be presented to the citizens of 
Clayville, for the hospitality which they have extended to the strangers present. 
Resolved that the proceedings of this meeting be sapet by the President and 
Secretary and sent to the Journal of the Rhode-Island Institute of Instruction, 
for publication. SYLVESTER PATTERSON, President. 
SAMUEL A. WINSOR, Secretary. 





The Ruope-Istanp Institute or Instruction will neet at the Court 


House, in Bristol, on Friday evening, December 19th, and continue in session 
through the following day. 


An adjourned meeting will be held at the Forest Chapel, in Barrington, on 
Saturday evening, Dec. 20th, commencing at half past six o’clock. 


The Wasusineron County Teacuers’ Instirure will meet at Hopkinton 


City, on Thursday evening, December 18th, and continue in session through 
the following day. 


EpucaTIonaL TRACTS. 


The “ Educational Tracts,” promised to the subscribers of the 
JourNnat or tHe Ruope-Istanp Instrrute or Instruction, by the 
Committee of Publication, are part of the series referred to in the Re. 
port of the Commissioner of Public Schools. (See Journal No. 1, 
p.8.) Three numbers of the series were published last year, and 
their further publication was suspended on account of the pressure of 
other engagements. The publication will now be resumed, and will 
be continued as fast and as far as shall be found consistent with th: 
discharge of other duties. We send with this number of the Exrra 
two of the Tracts already published. 





The publication of the regular number of the Journal which was due on the 
Ist inst., has been delayed partly on account of the engagements of the editor 
with the Teachers’ Institutes ; and partly, that we might ascertain from the 
returns of teachers and friends of education in different parts of the State, the 
number of copies that will probably be wanted. We therefore request the 
friends of the Journal to forward their orders as early as possible. The Journal 
should be in the hands of every family in Rhode-Island; for it will contain 
documents of great value and interest relating to our own peculiar system of 
instruction, and to the general cause of education. 





RECEIPTS FOR THE JOURNAL. 


Chs. 8. Hazard, Warren, $3 00 | G. H. Tillinghast, Providence, $ 5° 
D. P. Harriman, Pascoag, 1 50 | Tho. G. Potter, Portsmouth, 3 30 
Tho. R.Hazard, Portsmouth, 3 00 | J. E. Hoxsie, Brand's Iron W’ks. 3 00 
Tho. Davis, Woonsocket, 3 60 | M G. Knowles, Westerly, 3 00 
H. D. Southwick, “ 50 | Salem Town, Aurora, N. Y., mW 
Miss Wallen, “ 50 | Henry Gillam, “ 50 
John B. Tolman, 11 40 | Sylvester Patterson, Clayville, 6 00 
Laura A. Legate, “ 50 | Chs. B. Webb, Slatersville, 3 00 


W. 8. Legate, Leominster, Mass. 50 | S.M. Weeks, Cumberland Hill, 3 00 
Geo. C. Carr, Jamestown, 3 00 


Providence, Dec. 12, 1845. THOMAS C. HARTSHORN. 








